Lawn and Garden Safety

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) ur ges people to use caution and common sense
when tending lawns and gar dens this season. CPSC data show that each year over 400,000 people are
treated in hospital emergency roomsfor injuriesfrom lawn and garden tools.

Consumers must do their part to carefor their own safety. Following manufacturer's instructions and
using equipment responsibly are key.

M otorized lawn mower s and lawn tractors ar e especially dangerous. Over 25,000 injuries and 75 deaths
occur each year on or near these machinesevery year. Tragically, 1in 5 of the deathsinvolve a child.
CPSC estimates that most of the fatal injuriesto children occurred when the child wasin the path of a
moving mower .

CPSC recommends that consumer s take precautions to prevent lawn and gar den equipment-r elated
injuries:

Dressproperly for thejob. Wear close-fitting clothing, no jewelry, sturdy shoes with

dip-resistant soles, eye and hearing protection, and heavy gloves when using motor -driven
equipment.

Pick up debrisand trash. Before starting up machinery, remove objects from the area with
potential to injure people or damage the equipment. Sticks, stones, glass, wires, and metal parts
become danger ous pr oj ectiles when thrown from under a mower.

Maintain all original partsto the machine. Make surethe safety devices, shieldsand guardsarein
place and functioning properly before starting work.

Make equipment off-limitsto children. Never let a child ride or operate a garden tractor or riding
mower, even with supervision. Even teenager s need adult supervision, along with physical
strength and maturity of judgement to oper ate mower s safely.

Restrict children from the work area. Keep children indoors an under supervision at all timeswhen
power equipment isin use. Young children move quickly and are attracted to mowers and mowing
activity. Thisis especially true if they have been allowed to ride on a mower before.

Lock out power before servicing, parking or storing equipment. Unplug electric tools and
disconnect spark plug wir es before making, repairsor adjustments, sharpening blades, or clearing
jams. Be sure power tools areturned off and made inoperableif they must be left unattended,
even for a brief period, to prevent use by children.

Handle gasoline with extreme care. Always turn off engines and allow the machine to cool before
filling gas tanks. Wipe up spillsimmediately and store fuel in an approved container away from
the house. Never smoke or use any type of flame around gasoline or gas-operated equipment.

Use electricity safely. Never work with electric power toolsin damp or wet conditions. Usea
ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) on all circuits used with outdoor electric tools. Besure
that extension cords arein good condition, arerated for outdoor use, and arethe proper gauges
for the amperage of thetool.



